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– Signage needs to be securely anchored to the building or canopy but

must not be anchored in such a way as to cause damage to the

historic building material.  Avoid damaging, disfiguring, or covering

architectural features and details with signs.

– Blade signs, or two-sided hanging signs, are an appropriate signage

type and are often installed from a canopy for the pedestrian to view.

– Neon signage may be historically appropriate on certain styles or

periods of historic buildings, such as buildings constructed in the

early twentieth century and later.

– All signage must be kept in good maintenance and shall be kept free

of all debris and other refuse.

– Plastic signs, either lighted from the back or internally in flat plastic

panels, are not appropriate on any building in the downtown district.

– Refer to the City of Uvalde Sign Ordinance for additional signage

requirements and restrictions.

NEW SIGNAGE CAN BE PAINTED ON A 

BUILDING IF IT MEETS THE CRITERIA 

AND IS IN SCALE
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Number, Size and Illumination

– For buildings housing one business or service, one (1) major sign and 

one (1) minor sign will be permitted for each façade. No sign shall 
exceed 10% of the facade. Signs on windows may not exceed 20% of 
window area.

– For buildings housing more than one business or service, each 
business or service shall have no more than one (1) major and one (1) 

minor signs, with no sign exceeding 10% of the facade. The total 

number of signs shall be kept to a minimum.  Developing a signage 

plan for a multi-tenant building is required for meeting that 
requirement.

– The total area of all signage shall not exceed 10% of the façade or 16  
square feet whichever is greater. A 2x4 foot blade sign may be used in 
addition to the 10% signage if it meets all other sign requirements. 

– When computing the area of a sign, the measurement shall include all 

borders.  Bracing and support structures are not included in figuring 

the area.  In the case of channel letter signs, the determining area shall 

be the smallest rectangle that will contain all the writing. For signs 

with more than one (1) sign face, such as double – faced, back-to-

back, overhanging and projecting signs, each side of the sign shall be 
included in total allowable signage area.

– Signs that direct the reader to a specific place or along a specific 
course, such as “entrance,” “exit,” and “handicap access,” shall not 
count toward the total allowable signage area.  Emergency signs are 
exempt.
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– Sign illumination may be provided by indirect, internal, or bare-bulb 

lighting, provided there is no resulting glare;  by indirect lighting 

employed a hood or diffuser; or by internal illumination using opal 

glass or another translucent material (excluding plastic) that 

transmits an equal or lesser amount of light. “Glare” is defined as an 

illumination level of at least six (6) lux at the property boundary.  All 

illumination must be steady and stationary.

Prohibited Signs 

– Billboards, junior billboards, portable signs (including torpedo

signs), pole signs, electric (or plastic) signs, cloud buster balloons, 

inflatable device signs, and advertising benches.

– Digital or LED-lighted signs, including those with rotating or 

flashing lettering or images.

– Roof-mounted signs except for landmark signs or those approved by 

the City Planning Staff. Historic roof-mounted billboards may be 

resurfaced if they were erected legally and are recognized as historic 

by the city.  Such signs’ square footage shall be included in the total 

allowable signage for the building. 

– Any sign abandoned for more than six (6) months or damaged 

beyond fifty (50) percent of its replacement value, shall be removed, 

along with their supports, brackets, and braces. 
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Acceptable Signs Styles

Following is a sampling of sign formats often found in historic 

districts.  All signs are subject to approval by the City Planning 

Staff.

– Flush-mounted wall signs: Use type fonts traditionally seen in area; 

try to limit the number of colors to three; and, when possible, mount 

the sign so that it aligns with others on the block.  

– Projecting, or blade signs: An appropriate position for small blade 

signs is above or near the entrance; for larger signs, place them 

higher and centered on the façade unless corner placement is more 

suitable.  

– Hanging signs under canopies: The bottom of these shallow two-

sided signs, or blade signs, must have at least eight (8) feet of 

clearance from sidewalk.

– Window signs: They may be hung inside a front window or painted 

on the glass, a traditional form of placement used both on ground-

floor and second-story windows.

– Directory signs: These can include an assortment of small individual 

signs of common size, proportion, and orientation, as well as 

professional-style directories. 

– Ground signs or free-standing monument-style signs, if small in 

scale, no taller than six (6) feet and causing minimal visual 

interference with the structure, are appropriate for houses used for 

commercial purposes as well as for churches, community centers, 

and similar structures.
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Incidental Signs

– Allowable incidental signs, including those carrying business hours and 

street numbers, must conform to historic district standards.  They are 

not included in the total allowable signage area. 

Menus

– Menu boards shall be limited to no more than three hundred sixty (360) 

square inches, with no more than one (1) per establishment.  The menu 

may be displayed inside the window adjacent to the main entrance.  It 

is permissible for the name of the restaurant to be placed on the menu, 

but not on the menu board.  The business’ logo shall be considered a 

sign.

Special Purpose/Temporary Signs

– All special purpose signs shall receive prior approval and shall be 

removed within twenty-one (21) days of such approval unless a 

different display period is specified.  Banners, pennants and most flags 

are considered special purpose signs and are appropriate for advertising 

and decoration only during special events or celebrations.

Illegal Placement

– Commercial signs, posters, decals, or advertisements may not be 

tacked, nailed, pasted, or taped to any portion of the exterior of the 

building, with the exception to temporary posters placed on the inside 

window, which must be removed within 24 hours of the end of the 

event.
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Noncompliance

– Any legally erected sign that falls out of compliance because of

revisions to these standards shall be considered for nonconforming 

status.
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Folk Victorian

The Folk Victorian style was implemented using existing Folk residences and adding Victorian detailing.  

Railroads spread the materials and machinery needed for this style.  

Characteristics include:

– Gabled roof

– Porch roof supports are either spindles or square posts

– Simple folk form

– Spindlework detailing

SQUARE PORCH SUPPORTS

PORCH WITHIN GABLE-FRONT AND WING

This is an example of Folk Victorian style 

housing because of the square porch supports 

and the porch within the gable-front and wing.  

Also the house has a simple folk house form.
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Queen Anne

Queen Anne was the dominant style of domestic architecture from 1880 to 1900.  The style is based on 

characteristics from the late Medieval styles such as Elizabethan and Jacobean architecture. 

Characteristics include:

– Asymmetrical façade

– Decorative wood detailing

– One story porch that extends along one or both side walls

– Steeply pitched, irregular shaped roof

ONE STORY PORCH

STEEPLY PITCHED ROOF

PORCH THAT EXTENDS ALONG TWO WALLS

This is an example of a Queen Anne style 

house, because of the steeply pitch roof and 

the one story porch that spans along two 

sides.  The house also has examples of 

decorative wood detailing which is popular 

with this style of housing. 
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Craftsman

The Craftsman style was inspired by the English Arts and Crafts movement, oriental wooden architecture, 

and the manual arts.  The style began in southern California and spread through pattern books. 

Characteristics include:

– Low-pitched gabled roof

– Porch roof supports are square columns

– Roof rafters and decorative beams are exposed

– Wide, open eave overhang

SQUARE PORCH ROOF SUPPORTS

EXPOSED ROOF RAFTERS AND DECORATIVE BEAMS

This is an example of a Craftsman style 

house, because of the exposed roof rafters 

and decorative beams.  Also Craftsman 

style housing is known for its square porch 

roof supports and wide eave overhangs.

WIDE EAVE OVERHANG
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Tudor Revival

Tudor Revival was fashionable during the 1920s and early 30s.  Many residences were patterned after late 

Medieval buildings with Renaissance detailing.  

Characteristics include:

– Steeply pitched, side-gabled roof

– Façade dominated by prominent cross-gables

– Tall, narrow windows in groups of multiples

– Massive chimney

– Brick wall cladding

TALL, NARROW WINDOWS

MASSIVE CHIMNEY

BRICK WALL CLADDING

PROMINENT CROSS-GABLES

This is an example of Tudor Revival style 

house because of the massive chimney and 

prominent cross-gables.  Also characteristics 

of Tudor style housing is tall, narrow 

windows and brick wall cladding.  
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Early Classical Revival

Early Classical Revival residences were of a Roman background.  Thomas Jefferson influenced the 

growth of this style immensely. 

Characteristics include:

– Four columns supporting the entry porch

– Columns of Roman type

– Omission of cornice trim

– Fanlight above door

FANLIGHT ABOVE DOOR

TUSCAN COLUMN

FOUR COLUMNS THAT SUPPORT ENTRY PORCH

This is an example of an Early Classical 

Revival housing style due to the fan light 

above the door, as well as the four Tuscan 

columns that support the entry porch.
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Greek Revival

One of the most familiar stereotypes in American architecture is the full-colonnaded Greek Revival 

mansion of the southern states.  The southern Greek Revival residences partially sprung from French 

colonial building practices.  

Characteristics include:

– Porch supported by round, ionic columns

– Cornice line emphasized with wide band of trim

– Narrow line of transom and sidelights around door

– Hipped Roof

– Full-height entry porch

RECTANGULAR TRANSOM AND SIDELIGHTS

FULL-HEIGHT ENTRY PORCH

IONIC COLUMNS

HIPPED ROOF

CORNICE LINE EMPHASIZED WITH WIDE BAND

This is an example of a Greek Rival 

housing style because of the full height 

entry porch supported by ionic columns.  

Also the hipped roof and rectangular 

transom and sidelights are contributing 

factors. 
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Colonial Revival

Colonial Revival predominated before 1910.  The Georgian and Adam styles form the backbone of the 

Revival and details usually combine a mixture of the two.  

Characteristics include:

– Exaggerated pediment on the dormer

– Wide entablature above entry porch columns

– Double-hung sashes with multiple panes

– Entry porch is not full-width

PALLADIAN WINDOW

MULTI-PANE UPPER SASHES

ENTRY PORCH IS NOT FULL-WIDTH

This is an example of a Colonial Revival 

housing style because of the Palladian 

window and the multi-pane upper sashes.   
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Ranch

The Ranch style is a uniquely American domestic architectural style. It began in the 1930s and is loosely 

based on Spanish Colonial, Craftsman, and Prairie precedents. 

Characteristics include:

– Single-story with asymmetrical façade

– Large picture windows with decorative shutters

– Low-pitched roof with long, low roofline

– Porch roof supports in decorative iron

– Brick or wood cladding

IRON PORCH ROOF SUPPORTS

DECORATIVE SHUTTERS

LOW PITCHED ROOF, LOW ROOF LINE

This is an example of a Ranch style house 

because of the low-pitched roof with a long, 

low roofline. The house is single story brick 

cladding and has decorative shutter, which 

are characteristics of Ranch style housing.
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– Foundations and Skirting

– Porches

– Exterior Wall Surfaces

– Exterior Doors and Entrances

– Windows 

– Roof Forms and Details
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– The majority of houses in the historic neighborhoods of Uvalde are 

frame on pier-and-beam construction with foundations consisting of 

wood posts or brick or stone piers set into the ground.  The wood 

posts fail over time, causing the house to shift, and eventually be 

replaced.  There are a number of frame structures with brick or stone 

perimeter beams.  Some houses of concrete-block and masonry 

construction also exist.  These masonry structures have interior

supports similar to pier-and-beam construction.

– The skirting closes the space under the house, but has openings for 

ventilation.  The skirting material and detail are defined by the style 

and period of the house.  For example, Craftsman houses frequently 

have a flared skirt of horizontal board siding, stone, or brick with 

ventilation screens.  Brick and stone houses, along with a few wood 

frame houses, typically have brick or stone skirting.  Sometimes

concrete block that resembles stone is used as skirting.  

Recommendations:

– Repair deteriorated foundations before attempting other repairs, such 

as rook leaks.  The movement of the foundation may cause other 

materials to shift or cause leaks.

– The foundation posts may be replaced with new posts of cedar or 

chemically treated wood, concrete piers may be installed.  Floors can 

be leveled and additional support may be installed if needed.

SKIRTING SHOULD BE DEFINED BY 

THE STYLE AND PERIOD OF THE HOUSE

SKIRTING SHOULD BE REPLACED IF 

DETERIORATED OR REMOVED BECAUSE 

IT ADDS TO THE OVERALL CHARACTER 

OF A HOUSE

METAL SHIRTING ON A HOUSE

WOOD SHIRTING ON A HOUSE
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– Both stone and brick foundations may have deteriorated or missing 

mortar, which requires repointing or replacing mortar.  It is 

imperative to use mortar that is softer than the masonry to avoid 

causing the stone or brick to break down.  Ideally the replacement 

mortar will match the original in composition and, if exposed to

view, must match in color and joint type as well.  Avoid installation 

of Portland cement or masonry mortar because it is harder than most 

historic masonry materials.

– The skirting must be retained but can be replaced if missing or 

damaged beyond repair.  The skirting must match the original in 

design and material.  No matter what the style, all skirting must 

provide ventilation to avoid trapping moisture, which causes mildew 

and wood rot.  Avoid installing brick or pressed-metal skirting if it 

was not original to the house.  Skirts of solid materials such as 

cement board siding or stucco are discouraged because it changes the 

historic appearance of a house and does not provide the essential 

ventilation required for pier-and-beam foundations.
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– The front porch is found on most of the houses and is one of the

most prominent features of individual residences.  The front porch is 

an extension of the living space and contributes to the character of 

the street and the neighborhood.  While most porches are elevated 

above ground, or ground level, some of the newer houses have 

porches that are near grade.

– Throughout the district, the majority of porch's retain their character-

defining features of columns , railings, steps, and other details.  

However, many have been altered and their original columns have 

been removed and replaced with fabricated metal or other 

inappropriate material and design.  Other alterations include 

lowering the porch level and installing concrete or brick porch 

flooring at grade, and enclosing all or part of the porch to 

accommodate additional living space. 

Recommendations:

– Retain original materials and make repairs that match the original 

design of the porch floor, columns, railings, brackets, steps, and 

other character defining details.  Wood porch floors and columns

may require eventual replacement due to moisture penetration; wood 

floors and columns should only be replaced with wood.

– At no time shall the porch elevation be lowered to grade and steps 

redesigned.  Porches should never be enclosed to provide more 

living space as this can dramatically alter the appearance of the 

house.

PORCH SPANNING FRONT FACADE

TWO-TIERED FRONT PORCH

PORCH WITH BALASTRADE ON TOP

PORCHES ARE A PROMINENT 

FEATURE OF A HOUSE AND 

MUST BE PRESERVED
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– As renovation occurs, consider restoring a previously altered porch 

and its features.  If porches have been drastically altered, or if there 

is no clear idea of what was originally in place, they can be designed 

to be sympathetic to the original style of the house.  Do not construct 

a porch of a different house style.

– If an access ramp needs to be installed it should be located to 

minimize the loss of historic features and should overall preserve the 

historic character of the property.  Ramps can be constructed out of 

various materials to be compatible with housing styles, but should 

not be constructed out of unpainted pressure treated wood; as this 

looks temporary and not visually compatible with historic properties.
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Observations:

– The most prominent exterior wall material is horizontal wood siding 

the profile of which varies from building to building.  The Uvalde 

historic district also has a few examples of board-and-batten siding 

which is a vertical wood siding with narrow wood strips, or battens, 

covering the seams of the siding.  The historic wood siding has been 

on some of the houses for 100 years and can last decades to come if 

properly maintained and painted.  Brick, stone, and stucco are also 

present.

– Although the majority of the houses retain their original siding, a few 

of the houses have been covered with non-historic siding such as 

asbestos, vinyl or aluminum and occasionally stucco.

Recommendations:

– Each exterior wall surface material requires different maintenance 

which can be referenced in the residential buildings materials section 

of this document.

– It is important to retain the original siding and its dimension, profile, 

and shadow lines.  If the building was constructed of wood siding 

and needs repairs or board replacement, most siding types are still 

manufactured and available from suppliers or can be milled for a

nominal fee.

HORIZONTAL WOOD SIDING

BOARD-AND-BATTEN SIDING

BRICK MASONRY HOUSE

STUCCO ON EXTERIOR OF A HOUSE
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– For the integrity of the neighborhood and house itself, it is not 

recommended that any synthetic siding be installed over existing

wood siding.  This not only changes the appearance of the houses but 

may also cause deterioration of the historic material it covers.

Additionally, synthetic siding often conceals many of the original 

details of a residence.  While houses with existing synthetic siding 

installed are not required to remove the siding and restore the 

exterior, removal of synthetic siding and repairing of original siding 

and trim are encouraged.  
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– The historic district in Uvalde has a wide range of entry treatments 

corresponding to the variety of housing styles.  Even the simplest 

houses have a well-defined entry that faces the street.  Some of the 

houses have multiple entrances and most houses have transoms, or

windows above the door; the entrances are commonly flanked by 

sidelights, or windows.  Historic front doors usually have glass upper 

panels.  Another important feature is the wooden screen door, often 

with decorative inserts, which is present on some of the houses.

– Transoms are sometimes concealed when alternative siding or doors 

are installed.  Some historic screen doors have been replaced with 

aluminum or vinyl screen doors.

Recommendations:

– It is important to maintain the multiple components of the entry

doors, including glass panels doors, transoms, sidelights and screen 

doors.

– Historic doors should be repaired where damaged.  Ensure proper 

operation, and install secure hardware and weather stripping for

energy efficiency.  Reduce airflow at the bottom of the door by 

installing a door sweep to fit snugly against the threshold.

– Where beyond repair or already removed, historic doors can be 

replaced with a door of similar design or replicated by a skilled 

worker.  Installing a new door that does not match the original is not 

recommended as it would negatively impact the character of the 

house.

FRONT DOOR WITH SIDELIGHTS

FRONT DOOR WITH SIDELIGHTS 

AND TRANSOMS AND SCREEN DOOR

HISTORIC FRONT DOORS USUALLY 

HAVE UPPER GLASS PANELS
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– Screen doors should be retained and repaired when necessary.  Any 

replacement screen door should match the historic or be framed to 

mirror the panels and sash divisions of the door that it covers. If 

storm and screen doors are installed where non existed originally, 

select a “full-vision panel” design to allow the original door to be 

seen. 

– Repair damaged transoms and sidelights.  Avoid altering transoms

and sidelights as it distorts the strong vertical proportions of the 

windows and doors and changes the character of the residence.

– Retain original lighting fixtures, and repair and re-wire as necessary. 

Any new entry lighting fixtures should be compatible with the 

character of the building.  An artificially “aged” fixture that mimics a 

carriage lamp or gaslight is not recommended.  

FRONT DOOR WITH LARGE 

GLASS PANELS
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– Windows play an important role in the character of the houses and 

the overall neighborhood.  The majority of the windows in the 

historic district are wood, double-hung, rope-and-pulley systems.  

Many of the windows have multiple panes of glass in a single 

window sash.

Recommendations:

– All historic windows should be retained and maintained.  Ensuring 

proper window fit, weather stripping the sash, installing new glazing 

compound, and sealing around the window frames at the siding all

substantially improve the energy efficiency of wood windows.

– It is not necessary to replace an entire window if only a portion is 

damaged.  Historic windows were designed so that a failed element 

could be repaired or replaced, and would not require the whole 

window to be replaced.  Repair or replace damaged components as 

necessary.  Replace historic glass only when broken as the wavy 

quality adds to the character of the historic house.

– If windows are missing or if frames are deteriorated beyond repair, 

their replacement must have the same basic dimension and profile as 

the original. “Snap-in” mullions or imitation dividers are 

inappropriate within the historic district and should not be installed.

WOODEN WINDOW WITH SCREENS

DOUBLE HUNG WOODEN WINDOWS

WOODEN WINDOW WITH 

DECORATIVE SCREEN
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– Aluminum and vinyl windows are not appropriate replacements for a 

wood window and are not more energy efficient than a well-

maintained wood window.

– Mill finish aluminum should be avoided even in the installation of 

window screens and storm windows.  Avoid the use of bright 

aluminum screen fabric.  Factory painted or powder coated storm or 

screen windows with a meeting rail that matches the window are 

acceptable. 

ALL ORIGINAL WINDOWS 

SHOULD BE REPAIRED AND

RETAINED

HISTORIC WINDOWS ARE 

USUALLY DOUBLE HUNG 

AND A ROPE OR PULLEY SYSTEM
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– Roof forms and materials play an important role in defining the 

character of the house.  The majority of the roofs are combination of 

hip, gable, and dormers, although a few simple gable or hip roofs 

exist.  The size of the roof overhang (eave) varies from house-to-

house but relates to the house's style.  For example Craftsman style 

houses have wide open eave overhangs, with exposed roof rafters 

and decorative beams; these features should be retained or repaired if 

needed.

– Dormers are common and are found in a variety of shapes and sizes.  

Dormers and other historic roof details such as weather vanes add to 

the character of the house and the neighborhood.

– There are a variety of historic roofing materials that are still present 

within the historic district, including standing seam metal, pressed 

metal shingle, and pre-finished corrugated metal sheets.  However 

composition shingle is the most common and economical roofing 

material.  

Recommendations:

– Retain the original roof form and details.  If attic space is converted 

to living space dormers are added, retain the original roof pitch to 

avoid a “pop up” appearance, especially on the front façade.

– Retain the original roof materials and replace with a similar material 

when necessary.

– Avoid adding details that did not exist originally.

COMBINATION HIP ROOF WITH 

FRONT FACING GABLE 

HOUSE WITH FRONT FACING GABLE

STEEPLY PITCHED ROOF WITH 

DORMERS

COMBINATION HIP AND FRONT 

FACING GABLE ROOF WITH TURRETS
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– Neighborhood Characteristics and Distinctions

– Site Development and Characteristics

– Rhythm and Visual Continuity

– Building Forms and Massing

– Building Heights and Orientation 

– Color

– Modern Conveniences, Amenities, and Public Safety
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– The historic residential buildings within Uvalde have many shared 

characteristics while each building retains its own distinctive 

identity.  The common neighborhood characteristics must be 

maintained.

– The setbacks of the houses throughout the neighborhood are 

consistent for the most part, but they can vary depending on the area 

developed.

– As changes are proposed to a site or house, review the lines of 

continuity and rhythm established in the specific neighborhood. 

Look at the scale, form and proportions of proposed changes and 

ensure that he proposed project will retain these characteristics.

Definitions of Historic Neighborhood Characteristics

– Building Form

Building form is primarily dictated by the style of the building.  For 

example, Queen Anne and Victorian styles are recognizable by their 

compositions of multiple shapes which include bays, dramatic roof 

lines, dormers and porches while the Craftsman style is derived from 

a simplified rectilinear plan.  The Neoclassical building also derived 

its form from a rectilinear plan but has a dominant central entry 

porch with columns which extend the full height of the building.

The Tudor form is derived by one or more prominent cross gables.

SOME PARTS OF UVALDE HAVE A LARGE 

FRONT LAWN WITH A SIDEWALK AND 

PATHWAY UP TO THE DOOR

MANY HOUSES WITHIN UVALDE HAVE 

SHORTER SETBACKS, FRONT THE STREET, 

AND HAVE NO SIDEWALK OR PATHWAY 

TO DOOR

SOME STREETS IN UVALDE HAVE TREES 

LOCATED WITHIN THEM THIS SHOULD BE 

PRESERVED AS IT IS PART OF 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER
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– Scale

The scale of a building is measured as the relationship of building 

size to something else, such as a human.  Windows, entrances, 

porches, bays, and the dimension of building materials contribute to 

the overall scale of the building.  

– Rhythm 

The rhythm of a street is created by the spacing between houses, the 

location and spacing of sidewalks from the curb as well as walkways 

to the entrances of the houses, and the location and spacing of the 

driveway entrances to each property. 

– Proportion

Proportion is the relationship of the dimensions of an object to itself, 

such as height to width.  Proportion is inherent in all aspects of a 

building form, components, and material.  As an example, older 

homes with high ceilings have windows that are taller than they are 

wide. Houses after 1960s usually have lower ceiling heights so their 

windows are shorter and wider.
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– Relationship of Materials and Texture

The materials and texture of each home are representative of the style 

and period of construction.  The inherent properties and dimensions of 

construction materials like brick and wood boards help in 

understanding the home’s size, scale, and proportion.  Because stucco 

has no dimension, it is difficult to measure its relationship to the scale 

of a building.  Tudor houses, for example are constructed mainly of 

brick and stone and, because of the size and texture of these materials, 

the houses express mass with a rustic appearance.

– Walls of Continuity or Setback

The front of each building, its walls, its porch alignment and even 

fences help to define a “wall” that establishes a visual pattern along 

the streetscape.

The neighborhood’s visual continuity starts; at the street which is 

basically a straight line of uniform width.  A curb runs along the street 

defining the green space of the parkway followed by the sidewalk.  

Each of these elements works to organize a neighborhood.  These 

organizational elements along with orientation and placement of 

houses on the lot establish the visual continuity of a neighborhood. 
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– Concrete sidewalks are common throughout the historic residential 

district and are separated from the street by parkways or grassy areas.  

Concrete walkways between the sidewalk and the house entrance are a 

common feature and create a rhythm along the street.

– Some residences have curb cuts and concrete driveways to garages and 

secondary outbuildings at the back of the house. Outbuildings in Uvalde 

are mainly garages and sheds.  Although the driveways do not go 

through to the alley, there is alley access for most of the outbuildings.

– Front yard fences are not typically found within the residential district.  

However, some houses have low stone or concrete-block walls with 

concrete or block corner columns. These walls are low in profile and 

define the property without obscuring the house.  

– Although parkways, sidewalks and walkways are typical throughout the 

residential historic district, these features are less common south of 

Mainstreet (US-90) and northeast of the square, between N Getty (US-

83) and Mainstreet (US-90). 

Recommendations:

– Parkways must be maintained by residents and kept as part of the front 

yard even though they may be city property.  Sidewalks should not be 

relocated to be adjacent to the street as is done in newer neighborhoods 

as it would impact the rhythm of the historic neighborhood.

– Walkways between the street and the front door must be retained and 

are encouraged in new construction.  Removing the original pathway 

and installing a sidewalk to a driveway is discouraged.

MANY HOUSES WITHIN THE HISTORIC 

DISTRICT DO NOT HAVE A SIDEWALK 

IN FRONT OF THE HOUSE 

OTHER HOUSES HAVE SIDEWALKS 

AND LARGE FRONT LAWNS 

WOODEN FENCE ALONG LAWN 

STONE RUBBLE WALL ALONG 

PROPERTY  
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– Care must be given in the installation of fences.  The style of the house 

and the surroundings must be considered when thinking of any front-yard 

fence. Perimeter walls of stone or concrete block shall be no taller than 

18”-24” in height.  Keeping the wall at a low profile allows a property

boundary to be defined without obscuring the house. 

– Driveway locations must not be altered if it affects the rhythm of the 

street.  Materials that might be used in a driveway are gravel, pea gravel 

with brick or metal edge band, crushed granite, pavers concrete strips or 

“ribbons” and asphalt.  Front-yard circular drives and front-facing 

garages are not appropriate and must be avoided.

– When new garages are constructed, they must be behind the front line of 

the house and preferably to the rear of the property.  If the garage is 

within ten (10) feet of the main building it shall be considered part of the 

main building and shall be provided with the side and rear yards required 

for the main building.  A new garage more than ten (10) feet from the 

main building may be erected within five (5) feet of a side or rear lot line, 

but must be located at least sixty (60) feet from a street line. Where a 

garage is entered from an alley, it must be kept at least ten (10) feet from 

the alley line.  Garages detached or attached to the main use building, 

entering on the side street of a corner lot, shall maintain the side yard for 

that district.  As noted in chapter 17.36 in the City of Uvalde zoning 

requirements.
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– A rhythm is created by the spacing between houses, and the setback 

of houses from the street as well as the location of sidewalks, 

walkways and parkways. This cohesiveness is reinforced by a 

common scale and building height. 

Recommendations:

– The density of the neighborhoods must be preserved to avoid 

changing the character and the streetscape of the area.

– If replacement housing, or “infill,” is necessary due to natural 

disaster or the re-platting of land, avoid reducing the lot size or 

changing the rhythm of the street.  Consider the square footage and 

scale of the surrounding houses to retain the cohesiveness of the 

historic residential neighborhood.  Building heights should be 

compatible with surrounding houses which may necessitate elevating 

floor levels above grade and constructing with higher than 8’-0”

ceilings.  The building setback line of surrounding houses must be 

followed and garages must be set back from the face of the houses.

– Avoid additions that detract from the size of the original house and 

that come forward of the original building line. 

IT IS COMMON FOR MANY OF THE HOUSES 

NOT TO HAVE SIDEWALKS IN FRONT 

MANY HOUSES HAVE LARGE LAWNS WITH 

SIDEWALKS AND PARKWAYS

SOME SECTIONS HAVE SIDEWALKS AND 

PARKWAYS, BUT WITH SHORTER SETBACKS 

FROM THE STREET
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– The majority of the houses within Uvalde are one-story although 

some are two-story.  The houses are generally rectangular in shape 

and are deep from front to back. Most entrances of the houses face 

the street.  

– However, there are several historic and non-historic houses, that are 

positioned parallel to the street and are deep from right to left.

Recommendations:

– Retain the prominent entrance or face to the street.

– If new construction occurs, orient the front of the house to the street.

– Maintain wide side yards setbacks even if they do not conform to

current standards.

– Modifications to the original roof form must be in keeping with the 

style of the house and shall avoid the “pop-up” appearance. 

MAJORITY OF THE HOUSES WITHIN THE 

DISTRICT ARE ONE-STORY

TWO-STORY HOUSE LOCATED WITH THE 

DISTRICT
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Observations:

– The existing color palette of the historic residential areas consist of  

light or neutral colors, including white, tan, cream, and yellow for 

the body and a darker colored trim, such as green, blue, and brown.  

Vibrant hues of orange, red, teal, and pink are in limited use for trim 

or accent. 

Recommendations:

– Keep the neighborhood and surrounding houses in mind when 

selecting a new exterior paint color.  A successful color scheme can 

tie a building together and create harmony in the façade and the 

neighborhood. Avoid severely contrasting colors in body and trim or 

details.   

– The style and period of a house impacts the appropriate color 

schemes.  To determine the historic paint color, scrape small areas of 

existing paint to reveal the original color of the house, or have a 

chemical analysis of the paint conducted by an expert.  Paint 

manufactures such as Sherwin Williams, Pratt and Lambert, and 

Benjamin Moore carry historically appropriate colors for each time 

period.

– Research colors available at the time your house was built.  This 

information can be obtained from paint manufacturers such as 

Sherwin Williams, Pratt and Lambert, or Benjamin Moore, just to 

name a few.
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– Seek help when selecting paint colors for your house.  Local paint 

stores can provide assistance in selecting or matching paint colors as 

well as recommending historic paint colors.  City staff can also

provide assistance in paint selection.  

– Dark colors tend to look darker near large trees or where shadows 

are created.  Dark colors also tend to fade or “chalk” or get white 

powder on the surface.  This residue is caused by the gradual 

disintegration of the resin in the paint film due to the amount of 

ultraviolet light on the paint’s surface.  

– The trees and humidity of Uvalde add to the possibility of mildew on 

the paint. It is recommended that a mildew inhibitor be added to the 

paint.

– Avoid high-gloss paints, as they are not historically appropriate. A 

“satin” finish paint can provide the appearance historic paint while 

providing the easily washed surface of a gloss finish.

– The preparation of the surface is important when painting.  The 

surface should be scraped and sanded to remove any loose paint, but 

it is not necessary to remove all paint down to bare wood.  Make

sure the wood is dry before applying a good primer and two topcoats 

of paint.  Use a brush for the best coverage instead of a sprayer.
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– Stone

– Wood

– Metal

– Brick

– Synthetic Materials
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Observations:

– Stone is used most commonly in Uvalde as a foundation material in 

residential construction and for retaining walls and fencing in site 

design.

– Field stone or rubble stone, that is stone cut into a rectangular shape, 

is used in the construction of walls or curbs in front of houses.  The 

stone is also held together with mortar.  

– Another use for stone in Uvalde can be found in walkways and 

planter beds.

Recommendations:

– Replace deteriorated or missing mortar with mortar of the same 

composition as the original in composition and color.  Do not use 

portland cement or masonry mortar, as it will cause the stone to

deteriorate.

– It is not recommended that stone be added to the foundation or face 

of a house.

– Retain stone walls and drainage beds.

– Use stone as a site design material for features such as walks, walls 

and planter beds. 

STONE RUBBLE HOUSE

STONE RUBBLE ENTRANCE

STONE PATHWAY UP TO HOUSE

STONE RUBBLE WALL ON SIDE OF 

HOUSE
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Observations:

– Wood is the primary building material in the residential construction 

of Uvalde.  Wood is used for the structural elements as well as the 

skin of the building. 

– The majority of houses are covered in horizontal drop siding with a 

milled profile or in a clapboard or lap siding, which has a tapered 

profile.

– Board-and-batten, or vertical, siding is found on some houses; but is 

mostly found on outbuildings such as garages, barns, and sheds.

– Wood shingles are a decorative feature often found in the gable ends 

of houses, or on turrets and dormers.  The shingle pattern used 

include fish scale, diamond, square cut and rounded.

– Wood shingles are rarely found as an existing roofing material and 

may be the result of previous replacement due to deterioration.

– Wood details are found on all houses from all styles and periods of 

construction. These include ornate turned columns and spindles, box 

and turned frieze details, windows and door surrounds.

– Wood is also a primary skirting material on houses. Because houses 

were built above ground on posts and beams, a skirt was constructed 

from the floor level to the ground.  Wood skirts often reflect the 

same siding profile and dimension as on the body of the houses; on 

Craftsman style houses, the skirt was frequently made of a wider

horizontal board siding.  

HOUSE WITH WOOD SIDING AND 

DETAILS

WOOD SIDING MUST BE REPAIRED AND 

RETAINED

WOOD DETAILS ADD TO THE OVERALL 

CHARACTER OF THE HOUSE

WOOD DETAILS ON PORCH
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– All solid skirt materials must have vents installed to allow air to pass 

under the houses and eliminate moisture from the wood foundation.  

– Another wood skirting material found is wood lattice, which has 

built-in ventilation.  This skirting was most commonly constructed 

on a vertical/horizontal grid.

Recommendations:

– Retain and repair wood siding and details.

– Replace missing or badly deteriorated wood features with wood of

the same dimension and profile.

– Refrain from installing synthetic materials over existing wood 

materials because they frequently cause the historic material to rot.

– Refrain from replacing a deteriorated wood feature with another 

material.

– Explore the use of epoxy wood repair materials in lieu of replacing 

an entire wood member.  This has proven effective on rotted column 

bases, windows sills and sashes, etc.

– Replace rotted wood that is in contact with the ground with a 

chemically treated wood to prolong the life of the feature.  This can 

be done on skirting and steps.  Treated wood can be used to rebuild 

lattice skirting by cutting strips from standard treated 2x4 material.  

All treated wood must be thoroughly dried prior to installation.

HOUSE WITH WOOD SIDING AND WOOD 

SHINGLE SKIRTING

WOOD SHINGLE SIDING ON HOUSE
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Observations:

– The primary use of metal on historic residential buildings in Uvalde 

was as roofing material or roof-related decoration such as cresting 

and weathervanes.

– Metal roofs are commonly installed on odd shapes or projections 

from the wall of the main house.  This is the most common 

application of standing seam metal.

– Standing seam metal roofing is a traditional material found in South 

Texas, and is commonly found in Uvalde.

– Corrugated metal roofing is found on houses, but was primarily 

installed  on outbuildings such as garages and barns.  Other sheet 

metal roofing materials found are “V” crimp and pre-finished metal 

with a deep profile.

– Ornamental iron columns have been installed to replace wooden 

columns on some houses and was a “fashion trend” throughout the 

United States.

– Pressed metal has been installed as a skirting material on some 

houses, but was not an original application. 

Recommendations:

– Replace deteriorated metal with new primed metal of the same or 

compatible material. 

– Retain decorative roof details, such as cresting, when replacing the 

primary roofing material. 

V-CRIMP METAL ROOFING ON HOUSE

CORREGATED METAL ROOFING 

METAL ROOFING IS A COMMON 

APPLICATION IN SOUTH TEXAS

R-PANEL ROOFING ON HOUSE
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– Avoid installing an inappropriately scaled metal roofing material on 

a house that did not have a metal roof originally.  Many of the 

current metal roofs have an industrial appearance and must be 

avoided.

– Fabricated metal must not replace other materials, such as wood 

columns.  

– Metal windows must not replace wood windows.

– Avoid installing decorative iron work over windows that did not 

include them in the original design.

– Avoid installing a pressed metal skirt where one did not previously 

exist.
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Observations:

– Brick is not a common building material in the wall construction of 

residential houses in the historic neighborhood of Uvalde. 

– Brick is typically used for chimney construction and, occasionally, 

for the construction of foundations.

– Several more contemporary houses have a brick veneer siding 

material over them.

– At a few locations, brick has been installed as a paving material for 

sidewalks and entrance steps.

– Buff colored brick is the common historic building brick used, based 

on the clays found in the area.

– Red brick was historically used less frequently in Uvalde.

– Chimney tops are usually constructed with decorative brick detailing 

or corbel.  The mortar in this portion of the chimney is frequently 

loose or missing due to weather.

– Rough-faced concrete block, which resembles the look of stone, is 

used as a residential building material for skirt and wall construction.

– Rough-faced concrete block is used for wall or fence construction 

around residential properties.

Recommendations:

– Retain and maintain the original brick or block material.

BRICK MASONRY HOUSE

RED BRICK HOUSE WITH PEDIMENT 

OVER DOORWAY

BRICK MASONRY HOUSE WITH BRICK 

COLUMNS AND PORCH DETAILS

TWO-STORY BRICK MASONRY HOUSE
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– Replace loose or missing mortar using a mortar of the same 

composition as the original.  Mortar is important to the integrity of 

the brick wall. 

– Avoid using mortar that is harder than the original mortar, as it can 

cause deterioration of the historic masonry material.  Historic mortar 

has a high lime content, making it a soft mortar.  Do not use ready-

mixed mason’s mortar when repointing brick because it has a strong 

portland cement content and is harder than historic brick.

– Avoid removing chimneys rather than repair and maintain them.

– Repair or replace flashing as needed to ensure a watertight 

connection between the chimney and roof.

– Clean brick gently and avoid abrasive cleaning such as high pressure 

water blasting or other high pressure blasting material.  Chemical 

cleaning may be required to remove stains.  Consult a 

knowledgeable contractor or the Texas Historical Commission for 

more information.

– Avoid installing brick or block where these materials were not 

originally used.  

– Avoid installing brick on the walls of a house that originally had 

wood siding.  To install brick over wood siding changes the 

character of the house and can destroy the wood beneath. 

CORBELLED BRICK CHIMNEY CAP

BRICK COLUMNS AT PORCH

BRICK STEPS AT ENTRY
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Observations:

– As is true in most American cities, synthetic siding materials have 

been installed over original building materials such as wood siding.

– While synthetic siding materials may not be historically correct, it is 

not a requirement that these sidings be removed. 

– Asbestos siding, in the shape of shingles, is the oldest synthetic 

siding material used in residential construction.  It is not harmful nor 

is it considered a hazardous material but, if removed, special 

disposal precautions may be required.

– Asbestos shingles are not detrimental to the siding underneath 

because they breathe and do not trap moisture.  

– Aluminum or steel siding followed asbestos as a modern material.

Vinyl siding is a common material sold today to cover older wood

homes. Vinyl and hardiplank siding are used on new homes, both 

can trap moisture and cause deterioration.

– Stucco is not commonly used on houses in Uvalde.  Only a few 

examples appear to be part of the original style.  Although stucco has 

been applied on a few wood-frame and wood-sided houses.

Recommendations:

– Retain and repair the original building material of a house.

– Replace only that material which is beyond repair.

ASBESTOS SIDING MUST NOT REPLACE 

WOOD ON A HOUSE

STUCCO APPLIED TO THE EXTERIOR OF 

A HOUSE 

STUCCO SHOULD NEVER BE APPLIED 

OVER ANOTHER MATERIAL BECAUSE IT 

CAUSES DETERIORATION

ASBESTOS SIDING ON A HOUSE
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– Replace deteriorated material with compatible new material.

– Avoid installing any synthetic building material on top of existing 

wood.  Many of these materials can trap moisture in the wall, which 

will cause the wood beneath to deteriorate.  It can also trap moisture 

in the insulation, which reduces the value of the insulation.

– Avoid installing synthetic siding on top of an existing siding as a 

way of “modernizing” the house or attempting to make the house 

more energy efficient.  This changes the character of the original 

design and frequently destroys the character-defining features of the 

house and neighborhood.

– Such details as corner boards, window and door surrounds, gable 

vents and rafter ends are often changed or eliminated when the 

installation of synthetic materials occur.

– Avoid installing stucco over existing materials, for it, too, changes 

the original design and can cause deterioration beneath.

– Avoid the use of synthetic stucco materials because they cause rapid 

deterioration of the wood beneath.

– Avoid Hardiplank and synthetic wood materials, because these are

not comparable substitutes for wood siding.

– Avoid Installing “wood grained” materials.  Wood used in historic 

houses was smoothly sanded with no obvious grain.
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– Some modern amenities have been added to historic residences that 

are visible from the street and detract from the character of the 

neighborhood.  Such additions include window air conditioning 

units, antennas and satellite dishes.  Other common inappropriate 

alterations include railings, lighting, and non-functional shutters.

– In some cases, historic fabric has been removed and replaced with 

incompatible materials.  Examples include the replacement of 

window screens with aluminum screens and replacement of 

decorative screen doors with storm doors.

– Access ramps have been added to some houses to allow a no-step 

entrance.

Recommendations:

– Weigh the historic integrity of the house and neighborhood with the 

value of the improvement and the quality of life.  Ask yourself, “Can 

this improvement be installed and removed without causing 

irreparable physical and aesthetic damage to the house or 

neighborhood?”

– Locate modern amenities in the least visible place from the 

prominent face of the house, which include the rear and side facades.  

Avoid the installation of air conditioning and electrical equipment on 

the prominent face of the house; only install equipment in such a 

way that it does not damage the historic building fabric.  Screen 

equipment when possible with appropriate planting material.

AVOID INSTALLING AC EQUIPMENT 

ON THE PROMINENT FACE OF A HOUSE

INSTALL ANTENNAS AND SATELLITE 

DISHES BEHIND THE FRONT FACE OF 

A HOUSE 

ALTERED WINDOWS CAN REALLY 

CHANGE THE OVERALL CHARACTER 

OF A HOUSE

ALUMINUM SCREENS SHOULD 

NEVER REPLACE WOOD



Alterations and Modern Amenities within the Historic Residential District

City of Uvalde Design Guidelines_______________________________________________________________________________________________________108

– Retain window and door screens that are a detailed feature of the 

period of the house, as in the case of Craftsman style houses.  Avoid 

concealing the detailing of historic front doors and entrances with 

contemporary storm doors.  When damaged beyond repair , wood 

window screens and doors, designed for the style of the house, can 

be purchased or custom made at most lumber yards.

– Carefully consider the potential location of access ramps for 

temporary or long term disability, and the impact of the ramp on the 

house and neighborhood.  

– Chimneys are an important architectural feature and the removal or 

alteration of existing chimneys alters the historical integrity of the 

house and is not recommended. 

– Decks and patios can be compatible with historic houses if thought is 

given to location, proportion, and materials.

– New dormers may allow for additional use of the attic, but need to 

be designed to match the style of the original house and not 

overpower it.

– Flags and banners are considered a removable amenity, but care 

must be used when mounting to not damage the historic materials of 

the house.

– Light fixtures located on the building exterior, porches, pathways 

and paved areas need to be appropriate in design, scale, and 

character of the house.  
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There are many available fixtures in various architectural styles.  A 

Victorian light fixture is appropriate with a Victorian house but not 

appropriate with a Ranch or Craftsman style house.

– Mailboxes and mail slots should be simple and as unobtrusive as 

possible.  Mailboxes can be obtained in styles compatible with the 

time period of the house. 

– Operable shutters may be installed if they are in keeping with the 

style of the house and the period of construction .  Shutters need to 

be correctly proportioned to the width and height of the window and 

must be installed with hinges rather than nailed to the wall.

– Skylights can add light to interior spaces and make attic spaces more 

useable.  If flat in profile and positioned away from public view, 

skylights can be installed in older houses.  Bubble-dome skylights 

are not appropriate for buildings within the residential district.

– Site garages away from the primary view and set them behind the 

front wall of the house.  Install single doors instead of double-width 

doors.  Whether constructed as an addition to the original house and 

historic structure, or as an accessory or secondary building, the 

garage design should be compatible with the historic residence. 

– As you formulate your ideas to modify and improve your home, 

questions will arise.  There are many sources available for advice 

and assistance, including a neighbor who has completed a similar

project appropriately, the Texas Historical Commission, City Staff, 

and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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Helpful publications to begin your project include The Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, 

National Park Service’s Preservation Briefs, Traditional Building 

Magazine, The Old House Journal and Catalog, and Renovator’s 

Supply Catalog.

Contacts:

Texas Historical Commission: Architecture Department

512.463.6094

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/contactus/cotdefault.shtml

City of Uvalde:

830.278.3315

http://uvaldetx.com/content/home

National Trust for Historic Preservation:

http://www.preservationnation.org/

Uvalde County Historical Commission:

http://www.uvaldecounty.com/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1

Links:

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties:

www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/standguide.htm

National Park Service’s Preservation Briefs:

www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm

Traditional Building Magazine:

www.traditonal-building.com

The Old House Journal and Catalog:

www.oldhousejournal.com

Renovator’s Supply Catalog:

www.rensup.com
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Arches – a curved opening in a wall, usually constructed of stone or 

brick, as in the top of a window opening.  

Awning – a roof-like covering of canvas or rigid material over a 

window or a door to provide protection.  Similar to a canopy 

providing a covered area.

Band Course – a horizontal element, usually of masonry, dividing 

upper and lower portions of the building, but unifying the facades.

Balustrade – an entire railing system (as a long the edge of a balcony 

or porch) including a top rail and its balusters, and sometimes a 

bottom rail. 

Bargeboard – sloped boards at the edge of a projecting overhang at 

the gable end;  often decoratively carved or scrolled.

Base – lower part of column or pier, wider than the shaft, and resting

on a plinth, pedestal or podium.

Base Course – a foundation or footing course, as the lowest course 

on a masonry wall.

Batten – a narrow strip of wood used to cover a joint between vertical 

siding boards.

Bay – a regularly repeated space created by the structure of a 

building.

Board and Batten Siding – a siding consisting of long vertical boards 

and thin strips, or battens; the battens are used to conceal the gaps 

between the siding boards.

ARCHED WINDOWS

AWNING OVER DOORWAY

BALUSTRADE RAILING

BOARD AND BATTEN SIDING
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Box Column – a hollow, built-up column constructed of wood, 

which is rectangular in shape.

Boxed Eave or Box Cornice – a hollow cornice, built up of boards, 

moldings, shingles, etc.

Brackets – projecting support members found under eaves or other 

overhangs; may be plain or decorated.

Brick Corbel – a series of masonry units, each stepped progressively 

farther forward with height to create a cornice or decorative element.  

Brick Course/Pattern – the way in which brick is laid in a building.

Capital – the topmost member of a column, usually decorative

Casement Window – a window having at least one sash which 

swings open along its entire length; usually on hinges fixed to the 

sides of the opening into which it is fitted.

Cast Iron Storefront – the front of a commercial building that is 

made up of prefabricated cast iron parts.

Clapboard Siding – A wood siding commonly used as an exterior 

covering on buildings of frame construction; applied horizontally 

and overlapped, with the grain running lengthwise; thicker along the 

lower edge than along the upper.

Combination Hip Roof – a composition of more than one hipped 

element at the roof or a combination of hipped and gable roof forms. 

BOX COLUMN

BRACKETS ON PORCH EAVES

CAPITAL ON TOP OF COLUMN

CAST IRON STORE FRONT
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Composition Shingles – shingles made from a mixture of binder 

materials with fibers, also called asphalt shingles.

Console – a decorative bracket in the form of a vertical scroll, 

projecting from a wall to support a cornice, a door or window head 

etc.

Corbelled Chimney Cap – a brick or stone capping at the top of a 

chimney that has a series of projections, each stepping out further 

than the one below it.

Corner Block – a square block used to trim casing at the upper 

corners of door or window surrounds, typically decorated with a 

milled bull’s eye, known as a rosette.

Cornice – a molded projection or masonry that crowns or finishes the 

top portion of a building wall.

Cresting – an ornamental metal ridge cap for detail.

Cut Stone – finished stone block that has been shaped by cutting.

Dentils – one of a band of small, square, tooth-like blocks found in a 

series on cornices, moldings, etc.

Divided Light Sash – a window with glass divided into small panes.

Dormer – a vertical window that projects from a sloping roof.

Double Hung Windows – a window having two vertically sliding 

sashes, each closing a different part of the window; the weight of 

each sash is counterbalanced for ease of opening and closing.

CORBELLED CHIMNEY CAP

MASONRY CORNICE

DORMER

DOUBLE HUNG WINDOWS
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Drop Siding – a type of wood cladding characterized by overlapping 

boards with either tongued and grooved or rabbetted top and bottom 

edges.

Escutcheon – a protective or ornamental cover plate, attached to a 

wall with a hook or eye to hold a canopy support.

Fabricated Metal – any kind of building component manufactured of 

metal, often decorative in nature and frequently used as columns and 

railings.

Fixed Light – a window or an area of a window that does not open; 

glazed directly in a fixed frame that does not open.

Flashing – metal strips used to make a water-tight transition between 

roofing materials and elements, such as chimneys and dormers, that 

break the roof plane.

Fretwork – ornamental wood which is usually carved or turned and 

installed over doorways and other openings.

Front Facing Gable – the end wall of a building with a gable roof 

that faces the street.

Gable End – an end wall having a gable (vertical triangular portion 

of the end of a building having a double sloping roof) from the level 

of the cornice or eaves to the ridge of the roof.

Garden Loop Fence – a woven wire fencing that is distinguished by 

the loop at the top and mid height. The fencing is used to create a 

boundary without blocking the view of the house from the street.

DROP SIDING

METAL ESCUTCHEON

ORNAMENTAL FRETWORK ON GABLES

FRONT FACING GABLE
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Grade – the height of the surface of the ground in relationship to the 

structure (building). 

Hood Molding – a molding that projects over a door or a window.

Infill – the development of property or the construction of buildings 

on land that is located near existing buildings.

Joint – the gap between brick or stone filled by mortar.

Keystone – in masonry, the center piece of an arch, often of 

contrasting material.

Lath and Plaster – a metal mesh or wood strips with plaster, a paste-

like material, applied to surfaces such as walls or ceilings.

Light/Lite – a single pane of glass in a window or door.

Lintel – a structural member installed in a wall to create an opening 

for a door or window.

Load Bearing Wall – a wall capable of supporting an imposed load 

in addition to its own weight.  These walls frequently run the full 

height of a building from foundation to roof. 

Marker – a plaque located on or near a historic site, building, 

structure, or object; usually put in place by a government agency or 

private organization.

Mortar – a paste-like mixture installed between masonry units such 

as brick or stone.  It is usually made of cement, lime, water and sand.

ARCH WITH PROMINENT KEYSTONE

HOOD MOLDING OVER WINDOWS

LINTEL ABOVE WINDOWS

LOAD BEARING WALL
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Oculus – a round or oval panel or aperture.  The aperture may be 

glazed, open, or louvered.

Outbuilding – a building detached from the main house or structure 

but located on the same lot.

Parapet – an exterior wall which projects above the roof structure.

Pediment – a triangular roof form on a building or an ornament or 

hood mold over a door or window.

Pier and Beam – a foundation system consisting of rows of posts 

(piers) spaced at appropriate intervals the supporting beams which 

form a base for the house to be built on it.

Pilaster – a projection from the wall construction, like a half column, 

often decorated or accentuated with a half capital.

Pinnacle – a turret, or part of a building elevated above the main 

building.

Pitched Roof – a roof that has a slope that reaches a point.

Plaque – a decorative or commemorative flat plate attached to a wall 

surface.

Plinth Block – a small, slightly projecting block at the bottom of the 

door trim, extending to the finished floor.

Porch – a structure attached to a building to shelter an entrance or to

serve as a semi-enclosed space; usually roofed and generally open-

sided; it may be screened or glass-enclosed.  It may also be called a 

veranda.

LOUVERED OCULUS

PARAPET ON FRONT FACADE

WINDOWS WITH PILASTERS

2 TIERED PORCH ON FRONT FACADE
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Preservation – the act of applying measures to sustain the existing 

form, integrity, and material of a building site.

Pressed Metal – metal that has been pressed into a decorative shape 

or pattern.

Pressed Metal Shingle Roofing – a roofing unit or shingle which is 

pressed from a sheet of metal and frequently has a decorative 

pattern.

Profile – the outline of a building or an element of that building that 

is usually shown as a cross section. 

Rabbet – a groove cut into one piece of wood to receive the 

projection or tongue of another.

Reconstruction – the act of reproducing by new construction the 

exact form and detail of a vanished building, structure, or object, or a 

part thereof, as it appeared at a specific period of time.

Rehabilitation – the process of returning a property to a state of 

utility through repair or alteration that makes possible an efficient 

contemporary use while preserving those portions or features of the 

property which are significant to its historical, architectural, and 

cultural values.

Repointing – the removal of mortar from between the joints of 

masonry units and the replacement of it with new mortar.  Mortar

must match the original in composition. 

PRESSED METAL ROOF CORNICE
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Restoration – the process of accurately recovering the form and 

details of a property and its setting as it appeared at a particular 

period of time by means of removal of later work or by the 

replacement of missing earlier work. 

Ridge – the highest point of a pitched roof.

Rubble – rough irregular stone which may vary in size, used in wall 

construction.

Sash – the part of the window that moves up or down. 

Shiplap – horizontal wood sheathing which butts together.  When 

used on interior walls, it was usually covered with cheesecloth and 

wallpaper. 

Side Light – a narrow window immediately adjacent to a door or 

wider window, most often one of a pair flanking the entrance door. 

Sign/Signage – a permanent or fixed graphic or display that provides 

information. It may be freestanding or integrated into the building.

Sill – the bottom, horizontal portion of a window frame; it often 

contrasts with the material of the wall.

Soffit – the exposed, often flat, underside of a roof overhang.

Square Wooden Baluster – a short, wooden vertical member, 

rectangular in shape, used to support a stair handrail or a coping.

Square Wooden Post – any wooden vertical member, rectangular in 

shape, used to support the structure. 

STONE RUBBLE HOUSE

SIDELIGHTS AROUND DOORWAY

DOUBLE HUNG WINDOW WITH SILL

SOFFIT
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Standing Seam Metal Roofing – a sheet metal roofing with vertical 

folded seams running parallel along the slope.

Stile and Rail Door – components of a door; the stiles are the up 

right structural members and the rails are the horizontal framing 

members at the top, middle, and bottom of the door.

Sympathetic Redesign – new work that has an appropriate 

relationship to the existing historic architecture and character of the 

surrounding area, based on rhythm, proportion, and scale.

Tapered Box Column – a hollow, built-up column, constructed of 

wood, which is square at the base and narrows toward the top.

Tongue and Groove – a joint composed of a rib (tongue) received by 

a groove, frequently seen in wood flooring and paneling.

Transom Window – a window separated by a horizontal member of a 

door frame or window. 

Turn Buckle – a device for connecting and tightening a rod, as for a 

canopy support. 

Turn Wood Baluster – a decorative picket used to support a handrail 

or coping.

Turned Wood Post – a wooden support with a decorative profile that 

has been turned on a lathe.

Turned Wood Railing – a railing whose architectural components are 

turned on a lathe to create a spindle.

STILE AND RAIL DOOR

TAPERED BOX COLUMN

TURNED WOOD POST

TURNED WOOD RAILING
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Turret – a diminutive tower, characteristically corbelled from a 

corner.

Two Part Commercial Block – a typical 2-4 story building with 

commercial activity on the ground floor and more private uses on the 

upper floors, i.e. offices or residential.

V-Crimp Roofing – sheet metal roofing which is folded to create a 

“V” in profile and laps at a “V” joint.

Wainscot – a decorative paneling applied to the lower portion of an 

interior wall.  

Welded Wire Fence – a welded wire fencing comprised of a square 

or rectangular openings also known as “hog wire” or “goat wire”.  

An acceptable alternative for chain link fencing in historic 

neighborhoods.

Wood Sash Window – a window where the framework is 

constructed of wood. It may be movable or fixed. 

TURRET

TWO-PART COMMERICAL STOREFRONT

V-CRIMP METAL ROOFING

WOOD SASH WINDOW




